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Itôs not widely known, but there are still about 1,500 gas lamps operating in London. The lamps burn a tiny 
pilot light continuously, but at dusk the timers fitted move a lever, which opens a valve to open the gas sup-
ply, which lights up the mantles. Although they do not need lighting every night, the timers need adjusting 
every fortnight  to allow for changing daylight hours. In addition the mechanisms need to be wound and 
checked, the glass polished and the mantles replaced. This is the work of a team of five engineers from 
British Gas. 

 
Survival of the gas lamps is also a tribute to English Heritage, which has protected and restored them. 
When a lorry drives into a lamp it is re-cast and replaced just as it was. The 
gas lights glow with a soft parchment coloured light, as distinct from the 
harsh white light generated by the electric fittings that have replaced them. 
 
Some of the gas lights are approaching 200 years old as can often be seen 
from the royal cipher, the earliest one of which is ñGR IVò from George 4

th
, 

king from 1820 ï 1830. The most recent lamps were installed near to the 
Queen Mother statue which was dedicated in 2009. 
 

This 7 km walk around 
central London starts at 
the post office in Eccleston 
Place SW1, near to Victo-
ria Station. As well as visit-
ing many familiar tourist 
sites, the walk highlights a 
wide variety of gas lamps. 
 
From the post office cross 
Eccleston Place and walk 
along Ecclestan Street to 
the next junction, where you turn left along Buckingham 
Palace Road. Continue along the left side, crossing sev-
eral roads. You reach the ñBag Oô Nailsò pub, where you 
cross Lower Grosvenor Place. Continue a few yards to 

the gated entrance to Buckingham Place Mews, opposite the Rubens Hotel. Each side of the gates, on the 
Buckingham Palace Road kerbside are our first gas lights.   
 
These lights have rather special gold tops and are each side of the gated entrance to Buckingham Palace 
Mews, opposite Rubens Hotel. 
 

Gas lamps by Canada Gate entrance to Green Park, on the palace gateposts, and on the wall of the palace itself... 
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A little further along Buckingham 
Palace Road a less elegant gas 
lamp is visible just inside the public 
entrance to The Royal Mews, above 
the gateway.  
 
Continue along the side of the pal-
ace grounds, the road becomes 
Buckingham Gate. Look out for nu-
merous gas lights visible in the ar-
eas of the palace without public ac-
cess as well as on the gateposts. 
Walk round to the, usually crowded, 
front of the palace.  
 
Attractive gold and black gas lamps adorn the security gated 
entrances on the roadway to the 
area, and there are lamps on the 
palace gateposts and on the palace 
walls. The main palace entrances 
are surmounted by impressive fit-
tings each comprising five lamps. 

 
Once youôve finished admiring the 
palace lights go around the Victoria 

memorial (note the 
very attractive lights 
to left of the memo-
rial on the Canada 
Gate ceremonial 
entrance to Green 
Park) and onto the 
path along the left 
hand side of The 
Mall. A few yards 
along The Mall take 
the first path to the 
left.  
 

This path goes through Green Park. All along the left side are gas lights. But look 
to your right: the first building you can see is Lancaster House, site of The Lon-
don Economic Summit Conference, shown on the 31p stamp in 1984. A better 

view of the building does not appear 
available, since there is significant secu-
rity in this area, perhaps explained as the 
building next to Lancaster House is Cla-
rence House, official residence of the 
Prince of Wales. 
 
If you want to explore this area further, 
you can continue along the path until you 
reach a small iron gate on the right, at the 
end of the low railings, immediately be-
fore the railings become much higher. Go 
through the gate (gas light to your right) 
and up the steps. The path leads though 
to the gas lit, Cleveland Row. Note secu-
rity around the entrance to Stable Yard, 
this being the way to Clarence House 
 
When ready, return to the Mall, the way 
you came and turn to the left. 

Inside the Royal Mews 

Lights on palace gateposts & security entrances 


